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"This year it was hard picking a lecture. They were
all so good!" - 2025 ATTENDEE



BE PART OF
#PREQUILL2026

The Pre-Quill Conference is a one-day event for writing creatives,
sponsored by the League of Utah Writers, with a primary focus on

serving our unique community of flourishing writers here in Utah.
Who should attend?

Anyone seeking to sharpen their quills and grow confidence in their
writing. This year, we are highlighting our League contest winners
and inviting attendees to consider submitting to any of our many

categories.

Who can attend?

Writers of all genres and experience levels are welcome, from
hobbyists to published professionals. Teen writers ages 14 and up are
welcome. Ages 14 and 15 must attend with a parent or guardian;
guests ages 16+ may attend alone. To allow all guests to learn in a

professional atmosphere, children under 14 are not permitted.

REGISTER NOW $40



https://cvent.me/BOAQOV

GUEST OF HONOR, DAVID RODEBACK

LEAGUE OF UTAH WRITERS WRITER OF THE YEAR 2025

WHAT'S BETTER THAN A ONE-DAY CONFERENCE?

REGISTER NOW FOR EARLY ACCESS TO TWO
PRE-RECORDED SESSIONS

REGISTER NOW $40


https://cvent.me/BOAQOV







SCHEDULE

9:30AM - 9:55AM REGISTRATION

Located in the Plaza Lobby. Check in and get your name tag at the registration table.

10:00AM - 10:25AM WELCOME ADDRESS/ANTHOLOGY
RELEASE

Located in the Plaza Ballroom

10:30AM - 11:30AM SESSION ONE

Writing For Contests - David Rodeback

How To Jumpstart Creativity with 10 Sentence Stories - CR Langille
League Q&A - League Executive Team

Networking Lounge

11:45AM - 12:45PM SESSION TWO

Graphic Design for Writers - Katie Campbell

A Crash Course in Critique - C.W. Allen

What | Learned From Reading the Slush Pile - Katie Ferriello
Networking Lounge

12:45PM - 2:15PM LUNCH/LEAGUE BOARD MEETING

Bring your own lunch, or buy one from the foodtrucks.

This years foodtrucks:

e Son Son Asian Inspired Eats
e La Lupe Mexican Food

2:30PM - 3:30PM SESSION THREE


https://sonsoneats.com/
https://lalupefoodtruck.com/

Working Through Writer's Block - Kyle Steenblik
Creating Your Author Newsletter - Jodi L. Milner
Mythology Using Fanfiction - Shauna Brock
Networking Lounge

3:45PM - 4:45PM SESSION FOUR

Not Your Mother's Short Stories - Terra Luft
Bringing Your Vision To Life - Rachael Bush
Paths to Publishing - Candace J. Thomas
Networking Lounge

5:00PM - 6:15PM CLOSING

Keynote: David Rodeback

Closing Remarks

REGISTER NOW $40


https://cvent.me/BOAQOV

MEET THE 2026
PRE-QUILL FACULTY

C.R. LANGILLE

Award winning horror author and publisher.

C.R. Langille spent many a Saturday afternoon watching monster movies with
her mom, a tradition that would eventually lead a queer, transgender woman to
find her voice as an award-winning horror author. Langille is the founder of
Timber Ghost Press, holds an MFA: Writing Popular Fiction from Seton Hill
University, is an affiliate member of the Horror Writers Association, and serves as
the DEI Chair for the League of Utah Writers, where she was also named Editor of
the Year in 2024.



C.W. ALLEN

President of the League of Utah Writers

C.W. Allen is a Midwestern transplant to rural Utah where she serves as the
President of the League of Utah Writers. She writes long stories for children and
short stories for former children. Keep up with her latest projects at
cwallenbooks.com.



CALLIE STOKER

Owner and Editor of The Manuscript Dr

Callie Stoker is an editor with two decades of experience. Her business The
Manuscript Dr offers coaching and editing services. We love helping our clients
elevate their abilities and reach their publishing goals through learned and
applied skills. Callie has three children on the Autism Spectrum and is a
champion for neurodiverse representation. She was a guest on Brandon
Sanderson's podcast: Writing Excuses, and currently resides in the Dallas, TX area.



CANDACE J. THOMAS

Diamond Quill Winner and President-Elect

Candace J. Thomas wears many hats including author, editor, podcaster,
publisher, scientist, and most recently President-elect for the League of Utah
Writers. She may be a petite blond who runs on sugar, but she has 13 years in the
publishing game and knows her stuff.



DAVID RODEBACK

League of Utah Writers 2025 Writer of the Year

David Rodeback lived in Colorado, Idaho, and New York for about a decade each
before landing in American Fork, Utah. He has degrees from Brigham Young
University and Cornell University and taught at both schools. He'd still rather
teach, but he is Chief Marketing Technology Officer of a West Valley City
manufacturing firm instead. His self-published collections of short fiction have
won Silver and Bronze Quills and were named notable reads by the 2025 Utah
Book Awards. His first novel, a contemporary coming-of-age tale, debuted in
December 2025. He is LUW's 2025 Writer of the Year.



EMILY ROBYN CLARK

Award-winning filmmaker and author of Morning Comes Roaring Down the Mountain.

Emily Robyn Clark is an award-winning filmmaker and author of Morning Comes
Roaring Down the Mountain (2025) and Art Triumphant (2017). Her poems, short
stories, and articles have appeared in numerous publications including Lullwater
Review, SLANT, LA's Cultural Daily, Aspen Daily News, and The Sow’s Ear Poetry
Review. Her debut film Love Spell won 11 awards and premiered at 16 festivals
globally, while her screenplays have placed in top genre festivals including
FilmQuest and Renegade Film Festival. She is professionally known for her work
as a Script Supervisor and Producer on several film productions. She trained in
story development, pitching, and producing in the MFA Film Production program
at Florida State University, with additional screenwriting study through the
Sundance Institute, and trained in acting and directing under Bernard Rose and
Nick Gaglia. In addition to providing script coverage and story development for
American Content Media in Los Angeles, she has consulted for clients including
Zepstone Media and Skrein Productions. Emily is the founder of Modern Mythic
Productions, president of the Screenwriters Guild, a chapter of the League of
Utah Writers, and a mentor in the alumni program at Florida State University.



JODI L. MILNER

League Webchair and 2025 League Volunteer of the Year

Jodi L. Milner is the author of the award-winning Shadow Barrier Trilogy YA
fantasy series as well as multiple other works. She's also cohost of Squirrel!
Podcast for Distracted Writers, runs a small virtual assisting business helping
author clients overcome technical challenges, and teaches at local writing
conferences.

When not chasing daydreams or her children, she enjoys destroying movie plots,
making amigurumi, and plotting to take over the world.

Find out more at https://jodilmilner.com/


https://jodilmilner.com/

KATIE CAMPBELL

Marketing Chair for the League of Utah Writers

Katie Campbell is the Marketing Chair for the League of Utah Writers. She has
worked in graphic design for over ten years.

KATIE FERRIELLO

Literary Agent with Mansion Street Literary Management

Katie Ferriello is the newest literary agent to join the Mansion Street Literary
Management team. Her focus is on romance/romantasy (adult and new adult) as
well as children’s fiction (picture books through young adult). She particularly
loves fantastical worldbuilding, emotive characters, and strong voices. Having
worked as both an English teacher and a realtor, Katie has strong editorial and
negotiation skills to help authors throughout their careers.



KYLE STEENBLIK

Award-winning author Tales of Weirderland

Kyle Steenblik is an award-winning author, storyteller, and proud Utah native
whose work blends imagination with heart. As a neurodivergent writer, he
channels his unique perspective into stories that celebrate silliness, empathy, and
the magic of being unapologetically yourself. A husband, father, and proud
member of the LGBTQIA+ community, he is also an advocate for representation.
Kyle invites audiences to laugh, reflect, and discover the wonder in life's
unpredictability. His book, Tales of Weirderland, received the 2025 Diamond Quill,
a collection of whimsical yet meaningful adventures that explore resilience,
identity, and the courage to ask for help.



RACHAEL BUSH

Author, artist, botanist

Rachael Bush is an award-winning author of the Botany for Everyone series,
because everyone should know the basics of botany. You can find out more at
botanyforeveryone.com. When she's not writing, she volunteers as the Past
President of the League of Utah Writers, serves on the Blue Quill chapter
leadership, and helps build the app for their conferences. For nerdy science and
art, follow Rachael on Instagram @botanyforeveryone



SHAUNA BROCK

Queer SLC based writer, editor, community organizer, and TTRPG nerd.

Shauna Brock is an award-winning writer seen in publications such as 15 Bytes
Magazine and The Nature of Cities. She was a founding member of the1to 5
Club, an advocacy group for the Bi, Pan, and Ace community in Utah and has
been the moderator of the SLCWG for over 15 years. She has been writing
fanfiction since the age of 12 and currently has over 1 million words published on
AQO3.



TERRA LUFT

Award-winning short story author

Terra Luft is an award-winning speculative fiction author. Her imagination
conjures mostly dark tales, always challenging readers to look at the world
differently while exploring adult themes, including what it means to be human.
She resides in the mountains of Utah where she is most inspired to write when
lost deep in the woods. Follow her adventures on her website
https://terraluft.com/.

REGISTER NOW $40

This event proudly brought to you by

VELLUM
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